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= PREBAGE -

0 question, there are myriad books on timber construction and wood architecture. Their

scope spans from technical construction manuals to literature focusing on the history and
cultural relevance of this building material. However, since we started working with wood at the
Institute for Computational Design several years ago, we felt that a particular book was missing
from this extensive range: a book that contextualizes the remarkable characteristics and qualities
of wood within the contemporary context of digital design, simulation and fabrication; a book
that does not merely look at advances in CAD/CAM timber construction from the vantage point
of automation, precision and workflow, but rather in the spirit of architectural exploration and
innovation. In a nutshell, a book that would locate the intersection between what arguably is one of
the oldest building materials with the very latest cyber-physical enabling technologies as a starting
point for architectural enquiry.

With the completion of a major research undertaking, the EU funded ‘Robotics in
Timber Manufacturing’ project that resulted in the novel wood plate structure showcased in the
Landesgartenschau Exhibition Hall building in Schwiabisch Gmiind, Germany, we had a renewed
incentive to step back and reflect on the project outcome in relation to the larger developments in
the field. This spawned the idea of instigating a broader conversation with like-minded researchers,
architects, and engineers in the form of a one-day symposium and related publication, focusing

n the ramifications of cutting-edge digital technologies and the spatial as well as constructional
it that a number of our most innovative and esteemed colleagues
shared our enthusiasm for the topic at hand, and that

cuss their highly accomplished work. The Advancing
the Museum of Architecture on 27 March
ange of overarching thoughts on advancing
research undertakings and related building
the insights it offered, and the fascination
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